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CBSE Class – X
SOCIAL STUDIES

SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER 2019-20

General Instructions :

(i) The question paper is divided into four sections — Section A, Section B, Section C and Section D.

(ii) The question paper has 35 questions in all. All questions are compulsory.

(iii) Marks are indicated against each question.

(iv) Questions from serial number 1 to 20 are objective type questions. Each question carries one mark. Answer them
as instructed.

(v) Questions from serial number 21 to 28 are 3 marks questions. Answer to these questions should not exceed 80
words each

(vi) Questions from serial number 29 to 34 are 5 marks questions. Answer to these questions should not exceed 120
words each.

(vii) Question number 35 is a map question of 6 marks with two parts — 35 (a) from History (2 marks) and 35 (b) from
Geography (4 marks).

(viii) For Question number 35 (map based question), one outline political map of India is provided. After completion of
the work, attach the map inside your answer book.

SECTION 'A'
[ 1 × 20 = 20 MARKS ]

1. Match the following items given in column A with those in Column B. Choose the correct answer from the options given
below :

Column - A Column-B

(i) Bal Gangadhar Tilak (a) Bengal Gazette

(ii) James Augustus Hickey (b) Sambal Kaumudi

(iii) Fardoonji Murzben (c) Kesari

(iv) Raja Rammohan Roy (d) Bombay Samachar

2. Why were the Dalits ignored by the Congress for a long time?

(a) Fear of offending the sanatanis (b) Fear from Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

(c) Fear from socialism (d) Fear from industrialists
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3.

Who is represented as a postman in the given image?

(a) Giuseppe Mazzini (b) Napoleon Bonaparte

(c) Napoleon Bonaparte (d) Giuseppe Garibaldi

4. Why did the Indians boycott the Simon Commission?

5. The two types of resources that get used in the process of production are:

(a) biotic and abiotic resources

(b) renewable and non-renewable resources

(c) individual and national resources

(d) potential and reserved resources

6. Give an example of non-renewable resources.

OR

Which cold desert is relatively isolated from the rest of the country ?

7. Complete the following table with correct information with regard to cultivation of wheat :

8. Correct the following statement and rewrite :

Nationalist Congress Party was formed in 1985 following a split in the Congress Party.

OR

Correct the following statement and rewrite :

In a monarchy, any group of citizens is free to form a political party.

9. In countries like the USA members and................of a party choose its candidates.

OR

Parties provide people access to government machinery and................implemented by governments.
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10.

Which of the following option best signifies this cartoon ?

(a) Problems of two party system

(b) A car with two steering

(c) Problems of a coalition government

(d) None of the above

11. Who said "Religion can never be separated from politics"?

OR

What is the aim of feminist movements?

12. What is Barter System?

13. Sustainability of development is essential for the entire.......

14. Development of a country can generally be determined by :

(a) its per capita income (b) its average literacy level

(c) health status of people (d) All of the above

15. Which of the following is not a criterion for comparing development of different countries ?

(a) Educational level of the people (b) People's material possessions

(c) Their health status (d) Their per capita income

16. Majority of the credit needs of the.....................households are met from informal sources.

OR

.....................costs of borrowing increase the debt-trap

17. Find the incorrect option :

(a) Underemployment means more people engaged in a job than needed.

(b) Underemployment is found only in agricultural sector

(c) Underemployment is also called disguised unemployment.

(d) Underemployment is also found in other sectors.
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18. Arrange the following in the correct sequence :

(i) Harvesting the crop

(ii) Selling the surplus production in the market

(iii) Sowing the seeds in the soil

(iv) Cultivating the soil

Options :

(a) (iii) — (i) — (ii) — (iv)

(b) (i) —(ii)  — (iii) — (iv)

(c) (iv) — (iii) — (ii) — (i)

(d) (iii) — (iv) — (i) — (ii)

19. In the question given below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason (R). Read the statements
and choose the correct option :

Assertion (A) : Banks keeps a small proportion of their deposits as cash with themselves.

Reason (R) : This is kept to meet the loan requirements of the people.

Options :

(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A).

(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A).

(c) (A) is correct but (R) is wrong.

(d) (A) is wrong but (R) is correct.

20. Ramu is a shoe manufacturer and he wants to directly exchange shoes for rice without the use of money. Now he will
have to look for a rice growing farmer who not only wants to sell rice but also wants to buy the shoes in exchange.

Analyse the information given above, considering one of the following correct option :

(a) Double coincidence of wants

(b) Goods exchange with goods

(c) Goods exchange with money

(d) None of the above

SECTION 'B'
[ 3 × 8 = 24 MARKS ]

21. Write about the Rowlatt Act, 1919.

OR

Explain the issue behind the Khilafat Movement.

22. Why was the Napoleonic rule over other regions unpopular with some sections of Europe?

OR

Describe the ideology of liberalism during early 19th century.

23. Read the sources given below and answer the questions that follows

Source-A The Print Revolution and Its Impact
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What was the print revolution? It was not just a development, a new way of producing books; it transformed the lives of
people, changing their relationship to information and knowledge, and with institutions and authorities. It influenced
popular perceptions and opened up new ways of looking at things.

Source-B A New Reading Public

With the printing press, a new reading public emerged. Printing reduced the cost of books. The time and labour required
to produce each book came down, and multiple copies could be produced with greater ease. Books flooded the market,
reaching out to an ever-growing readership.

Source-C Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

Print created the possibility of wide circulation of ideas, and introduced a new world of debate and discussion. Even
those who disagreed with established authorities could now print and circulate their ideas. Through the printed message,
they could persuade people to think differently, and move them to action. This had significance in different spheres of life.

Source - A The Print Revolution and Its Impact

(1) What was the impact of print revolution on people's lives?

Source- B A New Reading Public

(2) How did a new reading public emerged in Europe?

Source- C Religious Debates and the fear of Print

(3) How did the print introduce a new world of debate and discussion ?

24. Why are the pulses mostly grown in rotation with other crops? Name any two major pulse producing states?

OR

Describe the uses of oil seeds. Which state is the largest producer of groundnut?

25. Why are caste barriers breaking down in India? Give three reasons.

26. How is Democracy a better form of government when compared with dictatorship or any other alternative government?

27. Write a note on Human Development Index.

OR

Apart from income, which other things people look for growth and development?

28. Why is modern currency accepted as a medium of exchange without any use of its own?

SECTION 'C'
[ 5 × 6 = 30 MARKS ]

29. "Getting a job in factories was always difficult in the 19th century." Justify the statement comparing the case of England
and India.

OR

Describe the life of the workers in Victorian Britain.

30. Read the extract and answer the questions that follows:

As you know, PDS is a programme which provides food grains and other essential commodities at subsidised prices in
rural and urban areas.

India's food security policy has a primary objective to ensure availability of foodgrains to the common people at an
affordable price. It has enabled the poor to have access to food. The focus of the policy is on growth in agriculture
production and on fixing the support price for procurement of wheat and rice, to maintain their stocks. Food Corporation
of India (FCI) is responsible for procuring and stocking foodgrains, whereas distribution is ensured by public distribution
system (PDS).
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The FCI procures foodgrains from the farmers at the government announced minimum support price (MSP). The
government used to provide subsidies on agriculture inputs such as fertilizers, power and water. These subsidies have
now reached unsustainable levels and have also led to large scale inefficiencies in the use of these scarce inputs.
Excessive and imprudent use of fertilizers and water has led to waterlogging, salinity and depletion of essential
micronutrients in the soil. The high MSP, subsidies in input and committed FCI purchases have distorted the cropping
pattern. Wheat and paddy crops are being grown more for the MSP they get. Punjab and Haryana are foremost examples.
This has also created a serious imbalance in inter-crop parities.

(1) What is Public Distribution System?

(2) What are the objectives of India's food security policy?

(3) Describe any two ill-effects of subsidies on agriculture inputs.

31. What is mass communication? What are the different means of mass communication? What is the significance of mass
communication in a country like India?

32. Describe the role of citizens in a democracy.

33. How did majoritarianism increase the feeling of alienation among the Sri Lankan Tamils? Explain.

OR

State the main elements of the power sharing model that evolved in Belgium.

34. Explain why service sector is gaining more importance in the global economy.

SECTION 'D'
35. (a) Two features (A) and (B) are marked on the given political outline map of India. Identify these features with the

help of the following information and write their correct names on the lines marked near them : [1 × 2 = 2]

(A) The place which is known for Peasant Satyagraha.

(B) The place where the Congress Session was held in 1927.

(b) Locate and label any four of the following with appropriate symbols on the same given outline political map of
India : [1 × 4 = 4]

(i) Mayurbhanj — Iron-ore Mine

(ii) Rajiv Gandhi — International Airport

(iii) Gandhinagar - Software Technology Park

(iv) Coimbatore - Cotton Textile Industry

(v) Namrup - Thermal Power Plant

(vi) Kandla - Major Seaport


